THE ECONOMY OF INDO-CHINA
unknown to the administration. This seems to the French especially
dangerous since such groups, notably the Society of Heaven and Earth,
are affiliated with the mother organizations in China.
Up to now the government has confined itself to watchful waiting,
playing off the Annamites against the Chinese, and the chaos and
uncertainty of contemporary China against the peace, order, and
security of French Indo-China. In the powerful and closed milieu of
the congregation, it is very easy for subversive ideas to flourish imper-
ceptibly. Up to now, however, the sole preoccupation of the Chinese
seems to be money-making, and not political theories. Cholon, the
quintessence of Chinese life in Indo-China, offers only two occupations
—business and pleasure. The Chinese there are uprooted from their
best home traditions, which are lost in the brutal struggle for wealth
and enjoyment. For this the Chinese need the peace and security
offered by the French government, and in return they are willing to
pay heavy taxes and extend courtesies to it. If a foreign potentate visits
Cholon hundreds of the flags of Ms country are manufactured over-
night to do him honour. Everything is subservient to being permitted
unrestricted trade.
The 1935 Franco-Chinese agreement will radically alter the status of
Chinese in the colony. Chinese nationals have now the most-favoured-
Hation treatment. The congregation organization was suppressed, and
in 1936 Chinese consulates were established in Hanoi and Haiphong.
That same year an air service linked Canton to Hanoi, thereby shorten-
ing the trip from Paris to Shanghai to ten days.
Certain French merchants, as well as Annamites, plead for a restric-
tion of the present Chinese immigration. They claim that if China
should succeed in reconstituting itself a powerful nation, she would
ind a foothold already prepared for her in Indo-China, and the present
apparently peaceful influx is but the vanguard of a more aggressive
conquest. Chinese home ties are too strong: they show no desire to
become rooted in the colony. But the majority of French are inclined
to tMnk it alarmist to call the Chinese a viper that is being nourished in
lade-China's commercial bosom. CHaa is in ferment, and the Siiio-
Annamite hostility a perennial trump card. The Chinese parasites are
potentially dangerous but, far more important, they are economically
indispensable, as was shown when the depression forced many of them
to repatriate themselves. They were the first to give the country—
albeit not from altruistic motives—the credit facilities it badly needed,
and to endow the population wherever they went with new blood that
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